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Minutes of the 90th Annual General Meeting 2026
10:30am, Saturday 12th September 2026
Staffordshire County Showground



Present: Aaliyah Gardner (Branch Manager), Alastair Perks, Cara Wild, Charlotte Jordan, David Trench, Jane Jones, Jonathan Loescher, Kudzai Chivenga (Trustee),  Lynn Heathcote, Mary Booth (Vice-Chair), Philip Atkins (Vice-president), Philip Sharpe, Robert Semple, Sarah Burgess (Trustee), Sarah Cooke (Chair), Stephanie Thompson (Trustee), Susan Arnold, Susan Lockwood, Yuan Zang.

Apologies for absence: Steve Sankey (Trustee), Mohammed Khuram (Trustee), Chris Emsley (Treasurer). 

1. Welcome and Introductions. The Chair, Sarah Cooke, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. A tribute was made to Steve Hopkins, trustee and long-standing CPRE supporter, who passed away in August 2026. 

2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6th September 2024. The minutes of the 2025 AGM held at Ilam Hall were approved as a true record proposed by Mary Booth and seconded by Steph Thompson. 

3. Chairman’s Report. Sarah Cooke reported a smooth transition into the role of Chair and thanked Mohammed Khuram and the trustees for the continued support in the role. 2026 was recognised as a milestone year, with national CPRE celebrating the centenary and Staffordshire CPRE celebrating 90 years. Sarah highlighted key achievements this year from success in the rooftop solar campaign to the impact of hedgerow heroes. CPRE Staffordshire’s key achievements were recognised including accessibility walks, dark skies events, litter picking, photography competitions and partnerships such as Best Kept Village and Community. Sarah Cooke thanked all the planning volunteers for their work and highlighted the branch’s priorities moving into 2027, which included strengthening work in planning and transport and urban biodiversity.

4. Presentation and adoption of the 2025-26 Annual Report. There being no questions, the annual report received no objections.

5. Presentation and adoption of the 2025-26 Accounts. The accounts for the 2025-26 financial year had been prepared by the honorary treasurer, Chris Emsley. Sarah Cooke summarized the report and there were no questions or objections. 

6. Ordinary resolution to elect a Vice-President. Philip Atkins was re-elected Vice-President, proposed by proposed by Sarah Cooke and seconded by Mary Booth.

7. Ordinary resolution to elect a Chair. Sarah Cooke was elected Chair, proposed by Mary Booth who thanked Sarah for her work and fresh ideas and was seconded by Philip Atkins. 

8. Ordinary resolution to elect a Vice-Chair.  Mary Booth was re-elected Vice Chair, proposed by Mohammed Khuram and seconded by Sarah Burgess. Mohammed Khuram was proposed by Mary Booth and Seconded by Sarah Burgess. 
Mary Booth and Mohammed Khuram will Co Vice-Chair. 
9.Ordinary resolution to appoint an Honorary Treasurer. Chris Emsley has asked to step down from this role as Honorary Treasurer, but there being no other candidate at this time will continue to fulfil the role until a candidate is found. 

10. Election of Trustees

There being no objections, the ‘en-bloc’ re-election of the existing trustees (Philip Atkins OBE, Mary Booth, Sarah Burgess, Sarah Cooke, Kudzai Chivenga, Dave Evans, Mohammed Khuram, Steve Sankey) was unanimously approved by the members present. 

Steph Thompson was elected trustee, proposed by Sarah Cooke and seconded by Dave Evans. 

11. Any Other Business. 
Countryside on Camera winners were announced, 1st Place went to Judith Ward, 2nd Place went to Jane Jones. 
Dave Evans raised issue of local plan objection and asked committee if the response can be endorsed by CPRE Staffordshire. No objections and committee agreed to endorse the response. 
The meeting was followed by the morning’s activities of a planning workshop and countryside walk. 
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