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STAFFORDSHIRE PLACE-NAMES AND THE RURAL 
ENVIRONMENT

1. What are place-names and how do they work? Where to find out more about 
them.

2. What can place-names tell us about the rural environment?



WHAT ARE PLACE-NAMES?
Lapley

Penkridge

Rodbaston

➢Lepelie 1086, Lapeleia 1200

 Pers.n. *Hlæppa or Old English lappa ‘edge’ + lēah ‘open woodland’, perhaps ‘open 
woodland on the edge (of the district)’

➢Pennocrucio 4th c., Pencric 858 (?958), 11th, Pancriz 1086

 Brittonic *penno- ‘head, end’ + *crūco- ‘(abrupt) hill’

➢Redbaldestone 1086

 OE pers.n. *Rædbald + tūn ‘farm or estate of Redbald’



IMPORTANCE OF EARLY FORMS
Amerton (near 
Stowe)



IMPORTANCE OF EARLY FORMS
Amerton (near 
Stowe)

OE pers.n. Eanberht + tūn ‘estate or farm of Eanberht’

➢Aunbriton, Ambrihiton 1230

➢Embricton c.1300

➢Ambrighton 1309

➢Ambrython 1349

➢Amarton 1539

(see Horovitz 2005, 85)



PLACE-NAMES OF STAFFORDSHIRE

Countywide works:

D. Horovitz, The Place-Names of 
Staffordshire (Brewood, 2005)

W.H. Duignan, Notes on Staffordshire 
Place-Names (London, 1902)

National dictionaries

 E. Ekwall, Oxford Dictionary of English 
Place-Names, 4th ed. (Oxford, 1960)

D. Mills, Oxford Dictionary of British Place-
Names (Oxford, 2003)

V. Watts, Cambridge Dictionary of English 
Place-Names (Cambridge, 2004)



WHAT ABOUT MINOR NAMES?

Butterbank

Med buts

Ashcroft Hole 1738



PLACE-NAMES OF 
STAFFORDSHIRE

Detailed county survey:

 J. Oakden, The Place-Names of 
Staffordshire Part 1 (EPNS, 1984)

 Cuttlestone Hundred only



PLACE-NAMES OF 
STAFFORDSHIRE

Detailed county survey:

 J. Oakden, The Place-Names of Staffordshire Part 1
(EPNS, 1984)

Place-Names of Staffordshire project (University of 
Nottingham, Prof. Jayne Carroll)

 42,400 forms collected so far!

 with thanks to all those involved in the project, 
especially the volunteers at Stafford Record Office 
and Lichfield

 thanks also to Matthew Blake, Jennifer Lewis and 
Melanie Williamson



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT

Minor names tell us about landscape and 
soil quality:

 Slade field 1714, Sladefield 1718, 1722 
(Lapley), OE slæd ‘valley’, sometimes used of 
flat, marshy ground

 The Marsh c.1725 (Penkridge)

 Littleholme Field 1864 (Penkridge), ON holmr
‘island’, later used of land by water

 Pudding Croft 1824 (Penkridge)

 Butterbank 1857 (Penkridge)
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen-nature-reserve/news/wildlife-thriving-at-

cambridgeshire-fenland-oasis



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT

Minor names tell us about 
flora:
Big Ling Plantation 1853 
(Norbury)

Fernifurlong 1305-1306 (Colwich)

Ffarndale flat 1698 (Elford)

Gosty Leasow 1755 (Lapley)

Calluna Vulgaris (Ling), by Aqwis (Wikimedia Commons)



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT

Minor names tell us about flora:

 (Ye) Bent Meadow 1741, 1824 (Leek)

 OE beonet ‘bent-grass, course grass’

 Little Rushy Hurst 1779 (Hanchurch in 
Trentham)

grassy furlonge 1612 (Grindon)

Claver grass close n.d. (Blithfield)



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT

Minor names tell us about flora:
Near wheat riding, Farther wheat riding 
1810 (Penkridge)

Oat leasow c.1725 (Penkridge)

Rye furlong c.1725 (Penkridge)

Barley Dole c.1750 (Alstonfield)

Hordeum Vulgare (barley), by Jurema Oliveira (Wikimedia Commons)



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT
Minor names tell us about flora:

 Ash Meadow 1810 (Penkridge), Ashcroft Hole
1738 (Kinvaston)

 le Olleresshawe 1340 (Abbots Bromley), OE alor
‘alder’ + sceaga ‘small wood’

 Oak flat, Near oak flat 1810, The oake fflatt
c.1725 (Penkridge)

 Crab Pool Piece 1777 (Kingswinford), Crabtree 
thinge 1585 (Longdon)

 Sweet aple meadow c.1725 (Penkridge)

Crabapple blossom (with a peacock butterfly)



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT

Minor names tell us about organisation of 
landscape:

Grass Coppy 1698 (Hamstall Ridware), ME copeis

 Shaw 1810 (Penkridge), OE sceaga ‘small wood’

 Big Spongreave 1853 (Gnosall) OE spōn ‘wood 
shaving’ or perhaps ‘wooden shingle tile’, OE grǣfe
‘grove’

Holt meadow c.1725 (Penkridge), ModE dial. ‘wood, 
grove’ (EDD) or surname?

Oxford Dictionary of Family Names in Britain and Ireland



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT
Minor names tell us about organisation of 
landscape:
 Cross leasow 1810 (Penkridge)

 Dovehouse meadow c.1725, Dove house meadow 1810 
(Penkridge)

 Rickyard Piece (Harborne), ModE rick ‘heap or
stack of hay’

 Intake 1868 (Harborne), ‘land taken in for cultivation’

 Great Innage 1868 (Harborne), ME inheche ‘intake’

 Reddings 1868 (Harborne), OE *ryding ‘clearing’

 Pool Britch, Dykes Britch, Gorsty Britch 1868 (Harborne), OE 
bryce ‘land broken up for cultivation’ (OE *gorstig ‘abounding 
with gorse’)

Modern map of part of Harborne parish



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT

Minor names tell us about buildings:

 Shop Leasow 19th (Harborne), OE scop
‘workshop’

 Stable Croft 19th (Harborne)

 The mill house c.1725 (Penkridge)

 coat leasow, (another) coat leasow 1725; 
Cote leasow, Big cote leasow, Little cote 
leasow 1810 (Penkridge), OE cot ‘hut’

 Barn croft 1810 (Penkridge)

 Stone House Meadow 1868 (Harborne), 
compare Stonehouse Lane

Modern map of part of Harborne parish



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT

Minor names tell us about animals and animal 
enclosures:

Hogsdale c.1725, Hogs dale 1810 (Penkridge)

 Big oxhays 1809 (Trentham), OE oxa + (ge)hæg ‘ox 
enclosure’

 The Shippon Barn 19th (Biddulph), ModE dial. shippen
(OE scype) ‘cowshed’

 le Wolfputtes Wey 1297-8 (Wolverhampton)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolf

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolf


A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT
Minor names tell us about animals and 
animal enclosures:
Horseholm 1376-7 (Penkridge), OE hors + 
holm ‘low-lying land next to a river’

 Lower horsbrooke, Hors brooke leasow 
c.1725, Horse brook meadow, Horse brooks 
1810 (Penkridge)

 The lower/middle/upper steadfolds c.1725 
(Penkridge), perhaps identical with Stodfolds
1652; OE stōd-fald ‘enclosure for a stud of 
horses’

Cuttlestone Bridge – site of 

medieval meeting-place



A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT
Minor names tell us about rural 
activities:



 Statfold 1840, Stotfold 1332 (Alrewas)







A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT
Minor names tell us about rural 
activities:

Catholme (early medieval high status 
residence)

 Statfold 1840, Stotfold 1332 (Alrewas)

 Spellow 1840, from OE spell ‘speech’ + 
OE hlāw, ON haugr ‘mound’, or OE hōh
‘hill-spur’





A RECORD OF THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT
Minor names tell us about rural 
activities:

Catholme (early medieval high status 
residence)

 Statfold 1840, Stotfold 1332 (Alrewas)

 Spellow 1840, from OE spell ‘speech’ + 
OE hlāw, ON haugr ‘mound’, or OE hōh
‘hill-spur’

 Plawestude (1327–8), OE pleg-stede
‘place of sport (or entertainment)’
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